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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 


OFFICE OF TERRITORIAL LIBRARIAN, 
Denver, Dec. 25, 1869. | 


To the Honorable Legislature of Colorado Territory: 


GENTLEMEN. In making a report of the condition of the Ter- 
ritorial Library, I find it almost impossible to give as full and 
correct a report as 1 would like. 

The additions to the Library since my last report ın Decem- 
ber, 1867, have been of very little importance, nor can the Ter- 
ritorial Library be much improved until appropriations are 
made by the Legislature, to be used yearly for the purchase of 
such books and documents as are not likely to be transmitted to 
it, or received from the different departments of Government 
or State. 

The Territorial Library has not been a great credit to our 
Territory, nor is it likely to be, until your Honorable Body 
makes provision for supplying it with suitable furniture in the 
way of book-cases, tables, desks, chairs, &c., to render it pleas- 
ant and deserving. 

. would suggest to you the propriety of making the neces- 
sary appropriations for the purchase, every year, of additional 
books, maps, charts, mineralogical and geological works, to the 
amount of $500, and an appropriation of $500 to purchase 
book-cases, desks, and chairs, also an appropriation of $500 for 
renting good and convenient rooms for the Library. 


a AR, RS ed 


1 


h 


4 LIBRAREAN’S REPORT. - 


If our condition as a Territory is not such as to warrant ex- 
penditures of the kind, and the payment of a competent salary 
to the Territorial Librarian, that you dispose of the books, &c., 
of the Library for the present by having them well and safely 
boxed and stored away in some fire-proof ware-house, until 
such date as our Territory is in a condition to resurrect and 
provide properly for the care and maintenance of a Territorial 
Libyary. In the event you should see fit to adopt the plan of 
storing the contents ofthe Library, you may make it ineumbent 
onthe Territorial Auditor or Treasurer to receive and take prop- 
er care of all books, maps, charts, &c., that may be transmitted 
to the Library, by keeping them in his office, carefully wrapped 
in paper, until a sufficient number shall have been received by 
him to justify his boxing and storing of them with others pre- 
viously stored; by such a course the expense to the Territory 
would be small, and in a few years, when our population and 
resources shall have increased, the books, maps, &¢., now on 
hand, with those that may have been received in the interven- 
ing time, may be opened and will be a good nucleus to form a 
respectable Library around. 

1 would regret much to see your Honorable Body adopt the 
suggestion of storing the books and contents of the Territorial 
Library, as I feel convinced every -citizen of Colorado would 

refer to pay a small additional yearly tax in order that our 
erritorial Library may be properly improved and made of in- 
terest to ourselves, as well as of visitors to the Territory. 

The assortment of books is small and very imperfect, many 
works on law and history containing but little that is interesting, 
and those disconnected ; as in most all works that are composed 
of more volumes than one, there are one or more volumes mis- 
sing; such was the condition of the Territorial Library when 
turned over to my care, and I have not been able myself or 
with the efforts of my assistants, to find or obtain all the mis- 
sing volumes. 

find on examination of files in my office, there have been 148 
volumes received and added to the Library since my last report, 
among which are Executive documents, House Journals, Adju- 
tant-General’s report, and school report of Pennsylvania, six 
volumes of Senate and House Journals of Illinois, five volumes 
of Illinois reports, two volumes of Ilinois digest, two volumes 
of laws of Nebraska, two volumesof Nevada reports, six vol- 
umes of Iowa reports, Appendix to Journals of California 
Senate and Assembly, one volume of reports of North Caro- 
lina, two volumes of reports of Minnesota, two volumes of 
Massachusetts, one each of Missouri and Kentucky, one volume 
each New York Civil and Political Code, Fortieth volume 
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Vermont State reports, Vermont Senate and House Journals, 
five volumes of the private laws of Illinois, seventeen vol- 
umes of Senate and House Journals of New York, together : 
with reports from other States of similar character not here e 
enumerated. Relying on your superior intelligence and good 
judgment, as well as your pride as citizens of Colorado, in pro- 
viding for and adopting the best means of making our Terri- 4 
torial Library a credit to our Territory, I most respectfully sub 
mitto you the foregoing statements and suggestions. > 
Your obedient servant, 
COLUMBUS NUCKOLLS, 


Territorial Librarian. ۲ 
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SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


OFFICE TERRITORIAL Sup’r Pustic eae. 
Denver, Colorado, Dec. 25th, 1869 | 


To the Honorable Legislature of Colorado Territory: 


GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the condition of the Public Schools of the Territory 
of Colorado ۱ : 

Upon examining the reports of the County Superintendents 
which are by law required to be made to the Superintendent of - 
Public Instruction, 1 find that nearly every one complains that - 
the Secretaries of the District Boards fail to include in their 
reports all the items which the law requires, and in many cases” 
have entirely neglected to make any report, and I am therefore - — 
unable to give any reliable statistics relative to the number 
of schools, teachers or pupils. 

I have distributed to the County Superintendents copies of 
theschool law, and blank réports, and have endeavored to have 
them become familiar with their duties, in order that our 
school system might be rendered uniform throughout all the _ 
counties of the Territory. i 
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8 REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


In the execution of the school laws I find several defects, to 
the correction of which I would respectfully call your atten- 
tion. - 

The law requires the County Superintendent to give a certifi- 
gate to teachers after, examination, authorizing them to teach a 
public schoolin his county-for one year. I would suggest that 
the law be so amendéd as to read “not exceeding one year,” and 
thus leave it in the power of County Superintendents to grant 
certificates for a shorter period than one year. poi 

I think it should also be made the duty of the Couhty Su- 

perintendent to make a record of the name, age and date of 
examination, of all persons examined by them, distinguishing 
SN those to whor they issue certificates and those re- 
jected. 
: The county school tax is now apportioned among the differ- 
ent school districts, in proportion to the number of persons 
therein between the ages of 5 and 21 years, thus giving the same 
proportions of money to districts in which no schools are held, 
as to those which maintain schools throughout the entire year. 
I would suggest that the law be amended so as to make the 
number of pupils attending schools in the district for the pre- 
vious year the basis for the apportionment. 

Some steps should be taken for the formation of District 
Libraries, and some plan devised to compel the Secretaries of 
the District Boards to make their reports to the County Super- 
intendents more promptly, and some penalty prescribed where 
the County Superintendents fail to report to the Territorial 
Superintendent within the time required by law. ~ 

he increasing population of our Territory renders it impera- 
tive that our school system should receive attention, and that 
the monies collected for school purposes in the different counties 
should be judiciously applied. 

Some appropriation should be made for the purpose of print- 
ing the different blanks requisite for the we of the County Su- 
perintendents, and the officers of the District Boards. 

I would recommend to your Honorable Body the propriety of 
making the office of School Superintendent a separate and dis- 
tinct office, as our population and large increase of children in. 
the Territory seem to demand that the office of School Super- 
intendent be a separate office, and a competent Superintendent 
of Public Instruction be appointed or elected, and paid a suffi- 
cient salary to give our Territorial school s¥stem his undivided 
attention. Allof which is most respectfully submitted, 

Your obedient servant, 
COLUMBUS NUCKOLIS, 
Sehool Superintendent of Colorado, 


